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REQUEST: 1 
The Planning Commission is requested to review and provide feedback to staff on the 90% 2 
engineering plans for the W&OD Trail project. 3 

 4 

BACKGROUND: 5 

 6 
Project Goals 7 
The W&OD Trail Crossings project will improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists using the 8 
trail. Additionally, the project will reinforce the prominence of the W&OD Park and Trail. The 9 
project will greatly enhance the trail for users traveling through the City and could set a 10 

precedent for further improvements trail-wide, just as the first paved portion through the City in 11 
1974 was the beginning of a regional park and trail system that has grown to what it is today. 12 

 13 
Project Scope  14 
This project will improve the street crossing of the W&OD Trail at four locations in the City of 15 

Falls Church. The crossing locations are on Little Falls Street, Great Falls Street, N Oak Street 16 
and N Spring Street. Improvements will include a mixture of narrowing of street sections and 17 
median islands, stamped concrete, and lighting.  18 
 19 

A companion project to reconstruct the existing trail with separate pedestrian and bicyclist paths 20 
is under construction by NOVA Parks with a grant from the Northern Virginia Transportation 21 
Authority (NVTA).  The dual-paths project alignment runs from Little Falls Street to N. West St 22 
in the City.  City staff, NOVA Parks and their consultants worked closely to coordinate design 23 
efforts for both projects. 24 



Comprehensive Plan Guidance 25 
The transportation chapter of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Mobility for All Modes (Adopted 26 
May 27, 2014) designates the W&OD Trail as one of the City’s three “Civic Great Streets.” (see 27 

map below).  28 
 29 

 30 
 31 

W&OD Master Plan Guidance 32 
The W&OD Park Master Plan: The City’s Greenest Street (Adopted April 11, 2016) visualizes 33 

what is now the W&OD Trail being a multi-use greenway that stretches through the City’s 34 
neighborhoods and commercial areas. On page 2 of the Plan, the Vision Statement says: 35 

 36 
“Develop the W&OD Park as a Great Street and greenway within the City, a place that 37 
provides opportunities for recreation, relaxation, and transportation; preserves and 38 
improves the natural environment; connects to the City’s commercial and residential 39 
neighborhoods; and provides transitions between commercial and residential areas.” 40 

 41 
Along with the current trail, the W&OD Park would include six plazas at critical points for 42 
wayfinding, leisure, rest, recreation, and education about the City’s history, that may even entice 43 
those who wouldn’t normally use the current W&OD Trail. Page 4 of the Plan lists typical 44 
features of the planned plazas as: 45 



 Community Connections 46 

 Community Engagement 47 

 Recreation and Fitness 48 

 Comfort 49 

 Utility and Transportation 50 
 51 
Vehicular trail crossings of the W&OD Park are an important aspect in achieving the goals of the 52 
Plan. The W&OD Trail crosses six streets within the City which create conflict points between 53 

vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians. Page 9 of the plan describes several elements that may help 54 
alleviate these conflicts, they include: 55 

 Narrowed Street Section 56 

 Raised Crossing 57 

 Traffic Control 58 

 Lighting 59 

 Trail Safety (achieved through design elements) 60 

o Horizontal Design  61 
o Vertical Design  62 

o Signing 63 
 64 

 65 
An illustrative example of a typical dual W&OD Trail street crossing. 66 

Concurrent Investments 67 
Projects already active along the W&OD Park include: 68 

 Founders Row – Street Crossings at Grove Ave and N West St 69 

 NOVA Parks – W&OD Dual Trails Project  70 

 Urban Forestry – Meadows 71 

 72 
 73 
 74 

 75 



STAFF ANALYSIS 76 
 77 
The 90% engineering plan is a modified version of the crossings as described in the W&OD Park 78 

Master Plan. The following table summarizes the differences between design elements in the 79 
master plan and the engineering plans. 80 

Design Element As Engineered Explanation 

Raised crossing, at grade with 

park 

Flat crossing, at grade with 

street 

Concern about storm-water 

flows and cost of installing 

additional storm-water 

infrastructure 

Narrowed street sections Mix of narrowing and median 

islands 

Cost consideration and 

complexity of adjusting curb 

lines 

Crossing occupies entire 

width of park 

Limited width Cost consideration of 

materials 

Brick paver crossings Stamped concrete Concern about maintenance 

and cost difference of 

materials 

Lighting To be provided by Dominion, 

design underway 

 

 81 
 82 

FISCAL IMPACT: 83 
The project is drawing on a variety of funding sources and has been budgeted through prior 84 

Planning Commission and Council actions. The current project budget includes the following 85 
sources and amounts: Federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) $876k, Federal 86 
Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) $430k, and Local Funds $405k, for a total of 87 

$1.7 million. 88 

 89 

TIMING:  90 

 W&OD Park Master Plan  Adopted April 2016 91 

 TAP Grant Funds Available  October 2017 92 

 Preliminary Engineering  April 2018 through May 2021 93 
 Procurement     July 2021 through December 2021 94 

 Construction     December 2021 through December 2022 95 
 96 

 97 

ATTACHMENTS: 98 
1. W&OD Park Master Plan 99 
2. W&OD Crossings, 90% Plans 100 


